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Helping 
out
Locals collect funds for 
paychecks-less Coast 
Guard personnel
The Navy Times  estimated that 

43,000 Coast Guard members missed 
their first paychecks of 2019 due to the 
partial government shutdown; 21 of 
them work alongside the Hudson River 
with the Saugerties Aid to Navigation 
Team (ANT). A local Navy veteran, Allen 
McDowell, has taken it upon himself to 
collect donations on their behalf through 
word of mouth, local clubs and churches 
and intense social networking.

“When this happened, I thought, 
‘Well, we have active duty people who 
have to be at work and they’re not get-
ting paid’,” said McDowell this week. 
“About half of those people have their 
families with them. I remember, living in 
the service, I was paycheck to paycheck. 
The pay rates that these guys have, these 
guys are living in an area that’s expen-
sive. The military doesn’t make a lot of 
money. They aren’t in a military town 
with a PX and shopping and stuff with 
prices adjusted for the military. Here, 
they’re paying rent and grocery shop-
ping. That’s what prompted me — the 
community should help.”

photo provided

U.S. Rep. Antonio Delgado (D-Rhinebeck) talks with Coast Guard personnel in Saugerties recently.

The duties of the local Coast Guard, 
which crew the cutter Wire, aren’t lim-
ited to search and rescue. They maintain 
waterways, placing buoys properly to 
mark areas of the river deep enough to 
traverse by boat, and methodically break 
up ice floes so as not to hinder marine 

traffic.
“Their work here is incredibly valu-

able — not only search and rescue, but 
ice-breaking on the Hudson River that’s 
critical to our economy here. It is plain 
wrong that they have to show up and 
work every day without getting paid,” 

said Congressman Antonio Delgado, 
who visited the Saugerties Coast Guard 
team earlier this month. “Getting to talk 
with them was yet another demonstra-
tion of the urgency of the need to reopen 
our government.”

Delgado Continued on page 6

D evised in Tokyo by the now-icon-

ic Marie Kondo, the KonMari method 
of tackling clutter has reached the 
Hudson Valley. The crux of the phi-
losophy is this: only keep belongings 

that “spark joy.” (Tokimeku, the word in Japanese, 
directly translates to “flutter,” “throb” or “palpitate.”)

Curating Simplicity, a personal organizational 
service founded in 2017 by Saugerties resident Jo-
anna Black, will bring this method, recently rein-
vigorated by the hit Netflix series Tidying Up With 
Marie Kondo, to locals looking to streamline their 
material possessions.

Black said she has never been faced with home-
owners that weren’t receptive to her multi-faceted 
approach, a re-imagining of Kondo’s tenets that 

Sparking joy 
in Saugerties
Local woman a Kondo-certified consultant in clutter elimination

photo provided

Joanna Black.

combines strategy, support, meditation, breathing 
techniques and a Himalayan salt bath.

“I think that they respond to it for a few different 
reasons,” said Black. “First of all, with everything 
that is going on in our world right now, people are 
overwhelmed, and they’re ready for a simpler way of 
life with fewer distractions. Maybe they want to be 
distracted to what is going on in the world, and have 
something to focus on. This process is very medita-
tive and it helps us get back to what’s important to 
us — we’re all in search of that. … The other takeaway 
is that, as humans, we respond best to when we’re 
shown a path or blueprint as to how to achieve an 
end result. The KonMari method is a simple ap-
proach, but if you follow it, it works. … Even if you 
just want to organize 



2  •  Jan.  24,  2019   saugerties times

POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

New Year’s resolutions are waiting 
for you at MAC Fitness! JOIN NOW!

F ine  Wines  and  Sp i r i t s
Rt 212 (CVS Plaza), Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Mon - Sat  10am - 9pm

Sunday  12 - 5pm

  25%
 OFF 

A CASE OF WINE
with this ad only

CASH OR CHECK ONLY
Expires 1/31/19

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

Foot into fender
Jonathan Gonzalez of Saugerties, 27, accrued the 
misdemeanor charge of fourth-degree criminal mis-
chief, town police said, after he allegedly kicked and 
dented the fender of a car at the Wenton Motel in 
the course of an argument on Jan. 17. He was pro-
cessed at police headquarters and arraigned in the 
town court; a full stay-away order of protection was 
issued on the victim’s behalf.

– Christina Coulter

Drunken driving
Kyle V. Gentile of Saugerties, 25, was charged with 
the misdemeanor of aggravated driving while intoxi-
cated and the violation of operating an unregistered 
vehicle after, town police said, officers determined 
he was drunk during a routine traffic stop on Route 
212 on Jan. 16. Gentile’s blood alcohol content was 
0.22 percent, police said, when he submitted to test-
ing during booking, according to police. Gentile was 
released to a third party and will appear in the town 
court at a later date.

– Christina Coulter

Serious littering
Paul J. Lopez of Saugerties, 31, was charged with 
the felony of tampering with physical evidence after 
throwing a “quantity of crack cocaine” onto Route 
212 in Saugerties during a routine traffic stop to 
prevent deputies from discovering it, according to 
the sheriff ’s office. Deputies said he was a passen-
ger in the vehicle, which was stopped for a routine 
equipment violation on Jan. 21.

Lopez was also charged with the misdemeanor of 
seventh-degree possession of a controlled substance, 
and will appear in town court at a later date.

– Christina Coulter

Sanders 
available, 
too!

Sanders 
available, 
too!

AUTHORS:
WANT MORE BOOK SALES?

Get an award winning cover!
Find out how: myvisionpress.com
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Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

  F E AT U R I N G  

Interactive Music & Dance Class 

Therapeutic Music Circles  

Senior Yoga  •  Tai Chi

Strength & Balance Class

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 

in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

Move-In Special, 

$1000 off your first month!

Come warm yourself up 
with us by the fire...

Enforce and protect your legal rights

•  Wills, Trusts, and Estates

•  Consumer Bankruptcy

•  Foreclosure

•  Real Estate Transactions

• Guardianships

www.rwhm.com • (845) 331-4100 • 255 Fair Street, Kingston, NY
Serving Saugerties Families since 2004

Agawam 
camp 
allowed
Planning board gives Glasco 
project conditional approval

A fter nearly two years of dis-

cussion, plan alterations, two public 
hearings and a series of comments 
from Ulster County government. 
the Saugerties town planning board 

has granted conditional approval for the Agawam 
Hospitality Group’s proposed restaurant and resort 
in Glasco. The facility will be called the Wyldwyck 
River Camp.

At its meeting January 15, the board approved 
a six-page resolution, overruling some county 
planning-board recommendations by the required 
supermajority, modifying other of the recommenda-
tions and including some requirements it imposed.

The resort includes a 120-seat restaurant, 72 
rooms in multiple cabins, agricultural fields, staff 
housing, artists’ studios and stables for horse-riding 
on the property, as well as utilities and service areas.

Engineer Bruce Utter pointed out changes in the 
plans. The main entry road and the handicapped 
parking areas will be chip-and-seal paving, while 
other roadways will be gravel, the surface the de-
velopers prefer. The gravel roads convey the rural 
atmosphere the developers are seeking, Utter said. 

Fire hydrants have been moved to address con-
cerns from local firefighters.

 The plan now specifies that no more than two 
events per week at the facility. The plans have been 
updated with a gate on a woods road on the property, 
as well, Utter said.

The plan includes limits on noise levels at events.
The county recommended that the property be 

open to anyone wanting river access or outdoor 
paths. However, citing the fact that nearby property 
belonging to Solite Corporation, which also adjoins 
the river and wooded areas, does not offer public 
river access, Adam Friedman, a partner in the enter-
prise, said the complex should not be required to be 
open to the general public. However, the restaurant 
would be open to the public unless it is fully booked 
– an unusual occurrence. And many of the facilities 
could also be used by members of the public by ar-
rangement.

“Like with a campground, if we have a registered 
guest setting up a tent or with a camper, that’s totally 
different from letting someone drive in off the road 
and have a picnic at a picnic table,” Friedman said. 
The objection was to the county provision that the 
entire waterfront facility be open to anyone, without 
any arrangement with the owners. That involves 
potential liability, requiring different insurance from 
the usual private property rights, he said.

The planners agreed unanimously to overrule the 
county and remove the provision, leaving the general 
rule that a private hotel or resort could set its own 
rules on access to its amenities.

The Saugerties approval contains a number of 
conditions that must be met before a building per-
mit may be issued. Agawam must respond to com-
ments by engineer Joe Mihm of Brinnier and Larios. 
Agawam must also respond to recommendations of 
traffic engineer Philip Grealy, and comply with his 
decision. A detailed landscaping plan must be ap-
proved. A lot-line revision map must be submitted 
to the county clerk. All required fees must be paid.

Following the meeting, Friedman said the part-

ners would like to begin construction as soon as pos-
sible, as “we have been working on this for three 
years.” While the board has approved the overall 
plan, Friedman said, it was conditional. “We have 

to work through this before we can begin building.” 
Meeting the conditions of the approval could take 
some time, he said.

 – David Gordon

The Wyldwyck River Camp plans.

P L A N  Y O U R  W E E K E N DP L A N  Y O U R  W E E K E N DP L A N  Y O U R  W E E K E N D
Find hundreds of local activities 
every week in Almanac (inside)

never miss it: 845-334-8200 to subscribe
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OPEN HOUSE
Friday, Feb. 1, 2019

4 - 7 pm
Join us!

DISCOVER 
COLEMAN...

Meet with our students, 
administration, faculty, and parents. 

Catch the Spirit of  
Coleman High School!

colemancatholic.org

VALUES FOR A LIFETIME

 Dexter. 8 year old neutered 

TOWN OF SAUGERTIES ANIMAL SHELTER
This past Saturday at our shelter, many volunteers 
gathered to walk and play with our shelter dogs and 
gave our resident cats lots of attention. Other volunteers 
worked on putting together new stainles steel shelving 
for the storage room. Postive community energy and 
caring — PRICELESS!!!

Dexter, who is our 8-year-old mixed breed resident, is a 
very sweet dog. He would prefer to be your one and only 
love. Dexter is a neutered male. This past Saturday, with 
so many volunteers showering love, he showed his happiness by rolling on the ground and 
playing with toys outside (right before the snowstorm). Dexter’s picture was in this paper a 
few weeks ago.

Donations can be made to the Saugerties Animal Welfare Fund, 117 Elise Landi Drive, 
Kingston, NY 12401. This tax exempt not-for-profit organization is in conjunction with the 
Town of Saugerties Animal Shelter. 1765 Route 212, Saugerties, NY 12477 Shelter hours are 
Tuesday - Saturday 10 am - 3 pm; 845.679.0339

The Town of Saugerties Parks and Build-
ings Department will be conducting a 
public sale of surplus items.  These include 
electrical light fixtures, HVAC units, of-
fice furniture, concession equipment, and 
other items. Items may be viewed at the 
Large Pavilion, 10 Pavilion St. in the Can-
tine Complex, on Friday, January 25 from 4 
to 8 PM, Saturday, January 26 and Sunday, 
January 27 from 9 AM to 5 PM.  During 
those times you may also submit your writ-
ten price offer. If you would like to receive a 
complete copy, please email fieldmanager@
saugerties.ny.us and you’ll receive copy via 
email.  You may also submit your written 
price offer electronically to the same email 
address. The Town of Saugerties reserves 
the right to reject any and all price offer 
submittals should price be such that other 
means, such as metal salvage reclamation, 
would result in higher revenue pay-out.

C O U N T Y 
N O T E S

Women’s march in Woodstock
Much has been made of this year’s divisiveness 
among organizers of national women’s marches. 
At the rally that was part of the Woodstock march, 
musician Amanda Palmer compared the process 

dion ogust

Bristol Beach update
Town votes to make an access road 
from 9W
Currently only accessible from the Eso-

pus Creek, work can finally begin to clear paths for 
cars and hikers to the Bristol Beach property in 
Malden. Following a completed state environmen-
tal quality review of the site by engineers Brinnier 
& Larios PC, the town board voted to construct an 
access road to the site from Route 9W at their Jan. 
11 meeting.

“This is the last piece of regulation for us to begin 
work there — with this resolution, we can begin to 
clear trees,” said Town Supervisor Fred Costello Jr. 
“This will make Bristol Beach accessible — it will be 
rudimentary, and the trails will be primitive.”

The undeveloped park between Route 9W and 
the Hudson River, owned by the Palisades Interstate 

Park Commission, includes the site of the former 
Staples brickyard, a sandy beach, woodland trails 
and the shoreline of the already well-trafficked Eve’s 
Point. Emerick Road, currently the only established 
entrance, provides access to the north end of the 
park.

Also at the Jan. 11 town board meeting, Council-
woman Leanne Thornton was named the liaison to 
the Senior Education Commission for 2019, as well 
as the Comprehensive Planning Committee. Coun-
cilman Mike MacIsaac was named as the liaison 
to the Climate Smart Task Force and Jane Asiain, 
Steve Wehr and Vivian Beatrice were appointed to 
the task force.

An unnamed alternate was appointed to the 
Historic Preservation Commission, and its by-laws 
were amended for that alternate to have full member 
power. Kelly Myers was appointed to the Recreation 
Advisory Committee.

– Christina Coulter

to the rigors of childbirth — conflicted and bloody. 
Still, the work gets done.

The 2019 Woodstock Women’s March was not 
attended by as many persons as the previous two, 
but determination and passion were palpable despite 
temperatures in the twenties, the threat of snow, and 
the likelihood of political burnout that kept some at 
home. Several hundred attended. 

The signs were witty: “Where have all the ethics 
gone?” “The Fempire Strikes Back;” “Crush ICE.” On 
the back of a golden retriever’s jacket was the state-
ment “Even I know that no! means no!” The teenage 
girl holding the leash said she and her mother came 
from High Falls.

Among the speakers were county elections com-
missioner Ashley Dittus, summarizing the recently 
passed election reforms; two candidates for Ulster 
County executive, Pat Courtney Strong and Pat Ryan; 
drummer Ubaka Hill; and activist Liz Abzug, daugh-
ter of pioneering women’s movement leader and 
congresswoman Bella Abzug. Nia and Ness gave a 
dance and spoken-word performance on their jour-
ney together as lesbians of color. Amanda Palmer, 
who came to prominence in the early 2000s as key-
boardist and vocalist of the Dresden Dolls, sang with 

students from the Rock Academy. They rocked with 
Palmer’s song “In My Mind,” her feminist version of 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas,” and Lesley Gore’s 
“You Don’t Own Me.”

Lawyer wants to be judge
Kingston defense attorney Bryan Rounds will launch 
his campaign for county judge on the steps of the 
Ulster County Courthouse next week. “After much 
time, thought, and consideration with my family, 
friends, and colleagues, I am excited to announce 
my candidacy on the steps of the courthouse where 
our Founding Fathers wrote and read aloud, for the 
first time, the Constitution of the State of New York,” 
Rounds wrote in a press release.

Rounds, a town of Ulster resident, is expected to 
seek the Democratic nomination for the judgeship, 
which is a ten-year term. Current county judge Don 
Williams, elected as a Republican in 2009, hasn’t 
announced if he’ll seek a second term.

In his announcement, Rounds said he’s been a 
defense attorney for 19 years and an assistant public 
defender for seven years. He currently heads the 
Kingston Wall Street law firm Rounds & Rounds. 
Rounds has also worked as an assistant district attor-
ney and a felony prosecutor. “Rounds has dedicated 
himself to seeking fairness and justice in service to 
his community,” his release stated.

The gathering at the courthouse on Wall Street 
will take place at 3 p.m. on Thursday, January 31. 
A reception afterwards will be at Rough Draft Bar 
& Books at 82 John Street in Kingston, beginning 
at 4 p.m. ●

Pool photo by Tania Barricklo/Daily Freeman 

Bryan Rounds in court last fall. 

Why newspapers?
Print is dead, right? Wrong. Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print because it’s easier to 
focus. Fewer distractions. The web is great for breaking 
news bytes, but our in-depth stories are best consumed 
in print. We only write about Saugerties, so every issue 
is bound to contain something you didn’t know about 
your community. You lose that sense of discovery on 
the web, where you’re less likely to happen on some-
thing you weren’t looking for. And while our website is 
too primitive for such things, many sites collect brows-
ing data for advertising. Our ads would never be so 
presumptious. We print on recycled paper when possi-
ble, so it’s sustainable—and accessible to those without 
the Internet or iPads.  ULSTER PUBLISHING
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Lining 
up the 
hearings
Town planning board 
considers a variety of projects 

A s well as voting on the Agawam 

Hospitality Group’s substantial project 
in Glasco, the January 15 meeting of 
the Saugerties town planning board 
heard about plans for two solar-energy 

projects, a visitors’ center for the Catskill Animal 
Sanctuary and a three-lot subdivision on West Camp 
Road  

Solar electricity projects 
Paul McMenemy of Solar Generation presented 
plans for two solar projects. Both are on the agenda 
for public hearings at the next meeting of the plan-
ning board February 19.

The larger project McMenemy presented is for 
380 panels on a 15-4-acre property belonging to 
Roderick Martin on Lauren Tice Road. The panels 
are designed to and move to gain the maximum of 
solar power by following the sun’s movement across 
the sky, McMenemy said. They would also be sensi-
tized on both sides to gain the maximum power; the 
sun can shine through the panels and reflect back 
to gain some power from the reverse side, he said.

The power would go to four utility poles on the 
site, as required by utility regulations. The roadway 
is designed with a turning circle for fire trucks, ac-
cording to McMenemy. The plans call for tall grasses 
or evergreen trees “so you wouldn’t see it [the solar 
array] from ground level.”

The fencing is attached to poles 18 inches from 
the ground, allowing free access for small animals 
while keeping larger ones such as deer out, McMen-
emy said. “The property is an open field, and that’s 
a really good solar site.” There are no trees to cut 
down.”

Chairman Howard Post said the planning board 
wanted details about the screening and the planting. 

The power produced will be sold to local elec-
tricity users, generally at a lower price than users 
are now paying Central Hudson, McMenemy said.

The board voted to hold a public hearing on 
the proposal at its next meeting on February 19.
The other solar project on property owned by Trnka 
Trust on Old Kings Highway would produce about 
750 watts of direct current (DC) or 600 watts alter-
nating current (AC).

The property is close to the Lazy Swan Golf 
Course, The array would be well screened, and the 
panels would be invisible from the road, McMenemy 
said. Planting wildflowers for screening, in addition 
to making the field attractive, would eliminate the 
need for fertilizers, herbicides and mowing.

The project would be a “community service proj-
ect,” meaning that residents of Central Hudson’s ser-
vice area would be able to purchase the electricity, 
with Saugerties residents having preference. Solar 
power is generally priced around ten to 15 percent 
less than conventionally generated power, McMen-
emy said. The array would be surrounded by a wild-
life fence. The panels would be fixed, as opposed to 
tracking the sun, and would be sensitized on just 
one side.

CAS proposes visitors’ center
The planners dicussed the idea of a visitors’ center 
for the Catskill Animal Sanctuary across Old Stage 
Road from the sanctuary. The sanctuary acquired 
a 25-acre parcel, much of which is steep and dif-
ficult to build on, said engineer Barry Medenbach. 
The proposed 9000-square-foot, two-story building 
on an acre and a half would contain offices and a 
visitors’ center, as well as an outside pavilion and 
a courtyard.

The site has provision for stormwater. Soil tests 
have found the site to be adequate for an on-site 
septic system, Medenbach said.

Planning consultant Dan Shuster pointed out 
that the property is in an archaeologically sensitive 

area, and a study will have to be performed. “We’re 
in the process of reaching out to several archaeolo-
gists, and we will try to get a study done as soon as 
we can,” Medenbach replied.

Dan Ellsworth questioned the wisdom of locating 
a visitors’ center across “a very busy road” from the 
sanctuary. Medenbach didn’t see the road as particu-
larly busy. Few cars passed at the times he was there, 
he said. Other planning board members agreed that 
traffic was generally light on Old Stage Road.

The problem was that there is no suitable con-
struction site on the same side of the road as the 
sanctuary, Medenbach said. He suggested a marked 
crosswalk to improve pedestrian safety. No animals 
would be kept on the side of the road on which the 
visitors’ center was proposed, said CAS deputy direc-
tor Colleen Challenger Schropfer.

In general, the visitors’ center would be open 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays through the winter, with 
some hours on the weekends during the season the 
sanctuary is open for visitation. There might also be 
some seminars at the center, but these would nor-
mally be during daytime hours, she said.

Once the archaeological study is completed, the 
board plans to schedule a public hearing on the pro-
posal. Until the study is completed, there’s nothing 
more the board can do, chairman Howard Post said.

West Camp subdivision
Jessica Keil proposed to subdivide her 25.6-acre 
parcel on West Camp Road into three lots of 6.76, 
10.23 and 8.64 acres. 

Clearwater Lane borders the 8.64-acre lot. Plan-
ning consultant Dan Shuster asked whether there 
was a road maintenance agreement with the other 
properties served by Clearwater Lane. Keil said she 
was not sure.

Board members expressed concern that subdivi-
sions could create lots that would only be accessible 
via Clearwater Lane, which is narrow. Board member 
Dan Ellsworth said the road could be shown on the 
plans as wider than it now is, with actual widening 
done if necessary in the future.

The board voted to hold a public hearing on the 
proposed subdivision at its next meeting on Febru-
ary 19.

– David Gordon

Paul McMenemy of Solar Generation.

Find a job
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KonMari
continued from page 1

Coast Guard
continued from page 1

brought up the local personnel in remarks Wednes-
day on the floor of the House of Representatives. 
“Take the Coast Guard, who I met with in Saugerties 
last Friday,” he said. “They’re providing invaluable 
service to our community up and down the Hudson 
River: not only search and rescue, but ice cutting 
critical to our local economy. They are out there 
working in the freezing cold and not being paid.”

Thus far, McDowell has raised about 

$1,400, taken from individuals, the Blue Kats Men’s 
Club, local Veterans of Foreign Wars post 5034, the 
American Legion and area churches. 

“Talking to the [team] chief the first time I went 
to the base there, and he said ‘I can’t imagine I’m the 
only one doing this’ he said no, that other people have 
been very generous,” said McDowell. “I’m I guess 
gratified that people are doing something — little 
bits. That means a lot. We’re not going to, I don’t 
know, fix it, but this is our little part of the world 
and we could make it a little better.”

VFW post 5034, for example, hosted a benefit on 
Wednesday to raise funds, and the Vietnam veterans 
of the American Legion Post 72 have donated over 
$2,000 to the cause. 

On Sunday, at the Reformed Church of Saugerties 
at 3 p.m., a non-denominational service will be held, 
and the latter of two offerings will be donated to the 
Saugerties Coast Guard contingent; McDowell will 
read the litany and speak on his efforts on workers’ 
behalf. Donations can also be sent to his home ad-
dress, 49 Appletree Drive, Saugerties, NY 12477; for 
additional questions, McDowell can be reached at 
(845) 246-4888.

– Christina Coulter
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FEBRUARY
IS NATIONAL PET DENTAL MONTH

    Join South Peak
Veterinary Hospital

in celebrating
good dental health

for your pets

We are offering 
FREE DENTAL EXAMS

15% off the DENTAL PROPHY and 
10% OFF DENTAL RETAIL products 

for the month of 
FEBRUARY!

Call us today to schedule your  
dental appointment.

1712 Route 212
— Between Woodstock and Saugerties —  

845-679-6091  www.southpeakvet.com

your clothing, if you do A, B, and C, you will have a 
beautifully organized and clutter-free closet.”

Black, who is one of just 213 KonMari certified 
consultants worldwide, first read Kondo’s guide, The 
Lifechanging Magic of Tidying Up: The Japanese 
Art of Decluttering and Organizing, while pregnant 
and preparing her home for the arrival of her child. 
The process of becoming certified to walk others 
through the KonMari process took a year — after 
reading Kondo’s book, would-be consultants must 
organize their own home using her method and pro-
vide photographs of the finished product. That’s fol-
lowed by seminars with Kondo herself, supervised 
practice cleanings of at least two homes and a final 
written exam.

Throughout her training, Black suffered from 
post-partum illness, Lyme disease and adrenal fa-
tigue. “I think [the method] really resonated with 
me because simplicity has always been on the top of 
mind for our family,” said Black, who now has two 
young children. “Since I met my husband, we’ve been 
working to simplify. I’ve always been very intrigued 
with the Japanese culture, and the way that they do 
things … I had studied how to do furoshiki wrapping, 
which is when you beautifully wrap your presents in 
a piece of cloth. When I heard of the Marie Kondo 
book, it felt natural. This was a method that was 
tried and tested, and it fit in with what I was trying 
to achieve in my life.”

Curating Simplicity, she said, was founded to pro-
vide a resource for those who need support in the 
decluttering process, and specifically to alleviate the 
stress that women face in maintaining a household.

“Clearing clutter is stressful in itself, and for wom-
en in particular there is a lot of shame in a messy 
house,” said Black, who also founded SheWorks, the 
first exclusively female co-working space in New 
York City. “They feel inadequate that they haven’t 
maintained their home. There’s so much pressure 
these days, through social media alone, to be that 

perfect person. We’re in an age where you’re com-
paring yourself to others. I tell my clients that their 
goal is being the best version of themselves — spend-
ing more time with your children, living a healthier 
lifestyle, whatever that might be is most important.”

How it works
The first step for a KonMari specialist is to “greet 
the home” that they are about to appraise. On her 
Netflix show, Kondo kneels with closed eyes and 
a placid smile, seemingly feeling the energy of the 
home. Black lights a candle in the home’s foyer and 
asks the client to write down their intentions in ti-
dying their home, which is sealed into an envelope; 
the candle is lit until the session is complete. To 
KonMari an entire home takes, on average, five or 
six sessions, each of which lasts about four hours. 
Black estimates that, in total, she has conducted 50 
such sessions for families, individuals and even in 
corporate settings. These sessions can be conducted 
online, which costs $175 per, or in person for $375. 
Her website, http://www.curatingsimplicity.com, is 
slated for a revamping, but for now provides visitors 
with simple tools for stress management, and even 
guides to things like nutritious eating.

Black removes unwanted clothing from the home, 
removing another stress factor entirely; clients are 
given the option to hand over ill-fitting and under-
used garments to Curating Simplicity, who will sell 
them to consignment and donate the proceeds to 

Some quick tidying tips
Joanna Black offers a few steps families can take right away to improve their household organization.

•Have a drop-off point for all the thing you need on a daily basis — your keys, your purse — have one 
place that you keep them at all times.

•People with kids and families, they’re never too young to start leading by example, to show them how 
to be tidy and to hold them accountable. Put a basket in the house, one for each child, and have them put 
their toys in them at the end of the day. It puts them in the motion of tidying up. Try to make it part of that 
daily routine. A lot of the younger ones learn the clean-up song at school, but once they get a little older 
that song doesn’t resonate with them anymore. They need more tools.

•Have a designated spot for toys rather than “toy sprawl” when toys start overtaking the entire house. 
I find that when I work with families and find one space where children can go to play with their toys and 
store them, it helps them out. I find that if you designate one toy zone, it makes it easier to maintain.

•An everyday practice is to really be aware of the clothes that you’re wearing on an ongoing basis. If you 
truly love something, wear it and enjoy wearing it. It doesn’t have to be for special occasions. That goes for 
items in your house — you could use your special occasion china every day. It doesn’t do anything stuck in 
a closet. For instance, in our house I have our royal Dalton china that we use on a daily basis. My children 
use it too — I don’t have good china and everyday china.

•Try not to store all of your soaps and shampoos and conditioners in the shower — it’s great to create a zone 
from them under the sink or in a drawer, and you take what you need. Especially with families, showers can 
become a clutter of containers. For my clients, you can do it under the drawer and have a little shower basket.

•Finish everything — in our consumer-driven economy, we often buy new food, shampoos and products 
before using the ones we already have.

children’s charity Softkin.org. Other destinations 
for the clothing, including local shelters and the 
newly opened Table of Woodstock charity, are also 
presented.

Starting in February, Black said will accept ap-
plications for additional cleaning experts to add to 
her expanding tidying team. To book a session, apply 
for a position or keep up with Joanna Black’s other 
ventures, visit http://www.curatingsimplicity.com.

– Christina Coulter

Small change
A subscription to an Ulster  
Publishing newspaper costs 
less than 12 cents per day

call 845-334-8200 or go to  
ulsterpublishing.com/subscribe
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“Free checking 
that pays

Money Market
interest? 

That would be the

ultimate
 account!”

FREE CHECKING

EARN 2.00% APY*

BONUS: Receive $250 for opening your account** 

FREE Unlimited Transactions • FREE Checks
FREE Visa® Debit Card with Rewards

Open your account today:
Kingston

2 Miron Lane
Route 9W,  

next to Red Lobster
845-336-4797

Woodstock
81 Mill Hill Road
Next to Sunflower  

Natural Foods Market
845-679-8900

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 2.00% on balances of $25,000 or more is effective as of January 1, 2019. 
Balances of less than $25,000 earn 0.20% APY. Rates subject to change without notice. **To receive $250 
bonus offer owner must open the account with a minimum deposit of $25,000, add direct deposit and use the 
Bank of Greene County Visa® Debit Card three times. Check will be issued within 90 days once all conditions 
have been met. Limit one offer per household. Value of bonus will be reported to the Internal Revenue Service 
as income on Form 1099. Bank may discontinue this offer at any time without notice.

Account must be opened at our Kingston or Woodstock branches.  
Account owner must live, work or worship in Ulster, Dutchess  
or Orange counties.

Introducing...

www.tbogc.com

Community Banking at Its Best for 130 Years

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY

Seamon-Wilsey
Funeral Home, Inc.
Wishing you a Joyous

Holiday Season
Your pre-arrangement & at-need professionals

In Saugerties
Jack M. Wilsey, H. Mark Wilsey

and Eric Wilsey, Licensed Funeral Directors
246-5111 

www.Seamonwilseyfuneralhome.com

In Saugerties
Jack M. Wilsey, H. Mark Wilsey

and Eric Wilsey, Licensed Funeral Directors
246-5111 
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Tom Gottsleben, sculptor and painter,
dies unexpectedly at 68

I
t seemed fitting that the artist Tom 

Gottsleben lived and worked in what had once 
been an abandoned Saugerties stone quarry. 
Gottsleben, who had been a painter before com-
ing to the property in 1982, discovered early on 

that the stone there had the potential to express deep 
and timeless ideas. They were ideas he had been ex-
ploring since childhood when he was captivated by the 
teachings of the late Indian sage Ramana Maharshi.

Over some three decades, Gottsleben transformed 
the property into a garden for his bluestone and crys-
tal sculpture and a five-level spiral house that was 
built almost entirely from stone quarried on site. He 
designed the home with his wife, Patty Livingston, 
using principles of sacred geometry, with input from 
engineers only at the very end. But more than the 
discrete elements that Gottsleben created — a unique 
home, the visionary and joyful sculpture dotting the 
property, and the serpentine stone walls, gardens, and 
trails that tie it together — he took what had been a 

ravaged 35-acre landscape and returned it to unity with 
the Catskill terrain that was its origin. Gottsleben died 
there unexpectedly on Tuesday evening, January 15.

The spiral figures in much of Gottsleben’s work. 
From our galaxy to our DNA, the spiral is the form 
of growth and the metaphor for the spiritual path, 
Gottsleben explained in a 2006 interview with Spiri-
tuality & Health magazine. “All of your experience 
brings you back to a greater awareness of who you 
are; that’s the spiral,” the artist said. “You start at the 
center and come back to it through this wonderful 
circumambulation of experience.”

Gottsleben liked to point out that the stone and 
crystal he worked with are actually the same material: 
silica. Stone is hard, dense, and opaque, while crystal 
is clear, light and transparent. The artist believed that 
the combination of the two served as a metaphor for 
the oneness that we humans often interpret as a duality 
of opposites. This exploration of unity informed both 
Gottsleben’s work and his life: a desire to make art that 
evokes essential truths. The result was art that is both 
intellectually complex and yet beautiful, mathemati-
cally precise and also poetic. His art — including the 
25-foot wide, 12-foot high bluestone and colored 
glass rainbow of seven arches — appealed equally to 
children of all ages.

His work was a reflection of a quirky, unorthodox, 
and inclusive personality. He believed in working 
with what the universe provided — the stone on their 
property, the many local artisans who contributed to 
the Spiral House — rather than striving for what one 
didn’t have. He lived in a state of wonder and awe at 
the world around him, curious about and generous to 
everyone he met, mentoring many in their commit-
ment to a spiritual path. A vegan for nearly 30 years, 

Gottsleben had a respect and compas-
sion for all lifeforms, from the tiniest 
bugs and critters to a work crew who 
were more like family. 

Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on 
November 11, 1950 to the late Gloria 
Louise Blaisdell Gottsleben and the late 
Colonel Alvin Gottsleben, the artist was 
an Air Force brat who came of age in the 
1960s. He would say he was educated at 
the San Francisco Art Institute and an 
Indian ashram. An early devotee in the 
1970s of Guru Maharaj Ji, now known 
as Prem Rawat, he showed a talent for 
business management at the teacher’s 
Divine Light Mission network and later 
in the corporate world.

After meeting his future wife in 1982, 
Gottsleben began commuting between 
his business consultancy work in New 
York City and the ranch house on the Sau-

PHIL MANSFIELD

Chrysalis: Gottsleben said this sculpture expressed his understanding 

of the creative process, in metaphysics, in life, and in art. “You don’t 

start with the form; you start with the space in which the form can 

manifest.”

EarthSeed: Rotating square stones aroun

each stone.

MICK HALES

Self Portrait: Looking for a way to represent the human figure 

in stone, Gottsleben saw the arch as a possibility for expressing 

the figure as emptiness, suggesting a reversal of the material 

and nonmaterial.

PHIL MANSFIELD

The Spiral House in winter with the artist’s sculpture, Rainbow 
Shoots, in the foreground.

ANDREA BARRIST STERN

Tom Gottsleben in the sculpture garden at the Spiral House.
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gerties property. City life soon gave way to country life 
just as his painting gave way to sculpture. Gottsleben 
found a story in every stone he collected on the daily 
walks he and Patty took with their Airedale, Rafferty. 
After the sudden death of this beloved dog in 1988, the 
artist built a stone bench as a memorial. The bench led 
to undulating stone walls and a stone fountain that, 
in turn, launched him into stone sculpture.

Gottsleben’s sculpture has been the subject of 
solo exhibitions at the Neuberger Museum of Art in 
Purchase, Art Omi International in Ghent, and The 
Museum at Bethel Woods in Bethel; and in group shows 
at the New York Botanical Garden in the Bronx, and 
the annual Contemporary Sculpture at Chesterwood 
in Stockbridge, MA. His work is included in numerous 
private collections and is represented by the Elena Zang 
Gallery in Woodstock, where he regularly exhibited.

Just prior to his death, Gottsleben and his wife had 
completed a book titled The Spiral House: Reveal-
ing the Sacred in Everyday Life that will be released 
by the art book publisher Glitterati Editions in late 
March. He had also recently finished Rainbow Portal, 
a monumental work of 12 continuous rising and fall-
ing archways of stone and colored crystal glass that 
form a circle with a large crystal at its center. By day, 
the sculpture sparkles in the sunshine, casting color-

ful reflections and projections. At 
night, illuminated by artificial light, 
it is otherworldly.

On Saturday evening as Patty 
was photographing Rainbow Por-
tal in the snowfall with her mobile 
phone, the device suddenly began 
playing Louis Armstrong singing 
“It’s A Wonderful World,” a perspec-
tive that was central to Gottsleben’s 
life. Coincidence? Or a sign pen-
etrating the veil that separates life 
and death? Those who knew him 
well believe Tom would have said, 
as he did about many revelations 
involving the Spiral House, “I’m 
not making this up.”

Friends recall that when Gott-
sleben was diagnosed with cancer 
nine years ago, a disease from which 
he was later cured, he said in a 
meditation circle, “I am not Tom 
Gottsleben. I am not this body. Be 
glad for me.” On birthday cards, 
and there were dozens celebrated 
at the Spiral House each year, Tom 

always signed: “Keep on growing, 
glowing and going beyond.”

In addition to his wife, Pa-
tricia Livingston, Gottsleben 
is survived by a sister, Gloria 
Gottsleben of Littleton, CO; 
cousins, nieces and nephews; and 
a wide circle of friends and col-
leagues that make up the Spiral 
House community. A memorial 
for family and close friends will 
be scheduled at the property in 
the spring. Gottsleben’s art can 
be viewed locally at the Elena 
Zang Gallery in Woodstock and 
on his website, tomgottsleben.
com. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the Catskill 
Animal Sanctuary in Saugerties 
(casanctuary.org), People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(peta.org), and the Ulster County 
SPCA (UCSPCA.org).

ANDREA BARRIST STERN

RONNIE SHUSHAN

PHIL MANSFIELD

Axis Mundi:  As it simultaneously expands and contracts from its center, the spiral form mani-

fests the union of opposites and the ongoing exchange between heaven and earth.

TOM GOTTSLEBEN

nd a central axis creates a spiral curve from the relationship of the corners of 

ANDREA BARRIST STERN

The artist embraced spirals in every form.

ANDREA BARRIST STERN

Rainbow Portal is the most recent sculpture that Gottsleben completed. The artist’s memorial will be held there 

in the spring.

ANDREA BARRIST STERN

Tom and his wife, Patty Livingston, 

delighted in welcoming friends to the 

Spiral House.
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Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

START THE NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT...
With the purchase of any unlimited 
monthly plan get 10 visits FREE!

Tuesday thru Friday 11-6, Sat 10-2
Closed Sundays and Mondays

518-821-4483 • toniholland1956@gmail.com
27 Market St. • Saugerties, NY 12477

SunKissed Tanning

Saugerties 
gets 
stormed
A busy and expensive 
weekend for town, village 
workers

J ust eight inches of snow fell on 

Saugerties last weekend, a fraction of the 
almost 20 inches that blanketed some 
areas of the Mid-Hudson Valley. Still, lo-
cal parking lots were overwhelmed, pipes 

were frozen, students enjoyed a two-hour delay 
Tuesday morning and expenses were sustained.

Town Highway Superintendent Doug Myer es-
timates that, not including the expenses of the vil-
lage’s DPW, this storm cost the Town of Saugerties 
between $40,000 and $45,000; this figure includes 
$8,523.60 for 120 tons of salt, $2,288 for 240 tons of 
sand and $18,000 in overtime wages. Rich Forbes, 
the Village Department of Public Works Superinten-
dent, prices his departments’ storm-related costs at 
between $7,000 and $9,000.

Although it was the most significant snowstorm 
this season, Central Hudson reported just 1,800 
power outages throughout the county between the 
afternoon of Jan. 19 and the morning of Jan. 21. But 
a power outage in the village caused by a malfunc-
tioning lightning arrestor on Tuesday afternoon cut 
power to 650 homes for a few hours.

“We were completely prepared for a major event, 
but fortunately it didn’t develop into that type of 
storm,” said Central Hudson spokesman John Maser-
jian.

Storm readiness for the utility, according to 
Maserjian, consisted of 120 employees out on the 
roads, 75 additional contract crews and 37 different 
tree-trimming outfits. Here in Saugerties, an eight-
man crew worked a combined 180 hours tending to 
snowed over roads, while 35 Department of Public 
Works employees worked a total of 600 hours.

“The men had to definitely stay on this one,” said 
Myer of the effort. “A good portion of the storms you 
can plow them off, sand and salt and go home for 
rest around 9 p.m., get some sleep and return at 4 
a.m. the next morning to complete the task. With 
the rain and cold temperatures expected, we couldn’t 
do that this time.”

Myer said that, rather than the storm itself, 
rainy conditions combined with temperatures then 
dropping into single digits created challenges for 
responding crews.

Only one motor vehicle accident, a car that slid 

photos by dion ogust

off a roadway, was reported by the Saugerties Police 
Department throughout the weekend.

“[Locals] heeded to all the powers that be to not 
go outside unless it was necessary,” noted Saugerties 
Police Chief Sinagra. “My guys had a very uneventful 
tour of duty.”

Maserjian urges locals to stay 30 feet from 
downed power lines, run generators outside rather 
than in garages or basements and to routinely check 
on elderly and vulnerable neighbors during signifi-
cant snowstorms.

– Christina Coulter

WOOD • PELLET & GAS STOVES • FIREPLACES • SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
7987 Rt. 32 North • Cairo NY              518-622-3862
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9-5 • other times by appointment

www.gemwoodstoves.com

Absolute 43 Absolute 63 XXV-TC

Accentra 52i Insert
“The best selling insert just got hotter!”

Heat up to 2600 SF, features automatic 
ignition & temperature control!

Featuring Smart Operation 
Easy Touch Controls —  with scheduling, 

cleaning prompts & gauges.
Visit www.harmanstoves.com or 
Gem Woodstove Company for

CURRENT OFFERS!

www.gemwoodstove.com

FINANCING  
AVAILABLE 

TO QUALIFIED  
CUSTOMERS  

ASK FOR DETAILS

Come see our  
new displays  

of stoves,  
inserts &  

fireplaces

Pellet Stoves 
starting at 

$1,84900 &  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY  12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

H.L. SNYDER
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OPINION

WRITE US
1. Deadline is  5 p.m. Monday for that week’s edition. 
2. Email is preferred. Send Word file or text in the 

body of email to saugertiestimes@gmail.com with 
subject line “Letter to the Editor.” Do not send .pdf 
files.  If email is not possible, send to Ulster Publish-
ing’s main business office, 322 Wall St., Kingston 
ny, 12401.

3. Letters are sometimes edited for length.
4. All letters require a verifiable name, address and 

phone number. Only the name and town of origin 
will be printed. 

5. Be brief. Letters of 500 words may be cut down to 
size or not published. Exceptions made at editor’s 
discretion. Ideal length for a letter is under 300 
words. 

6. Libelous letters defaming individuals will not be 
printed. Better to make an argument to the point 
rather than the person. 

7. Please proofread before submitting. Post-deadline 
additions or corrections, when they are possible, are 
inconvenient for our production team. 

8. Bold, CAPS, “sarcastic quotes,” not permitted.  Ital-
ics are OK.

9. Letters should be addressed to the editor. No open 
letters to public officials or anyone else.

10. Sign letters with just one name. If on behalf of 
group, we will print group name in addition.
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LETTERS

  Strong Tops In Ulster County
The upcoming race to replace Mike Hein as Ulster 
County Executive is getting lots of coverage. Every 
article I’ve read mentions that businesswoman Pat 
Strong, who is a Democratic candidate for the po-
sition, lost to George Amedore in the November 
election for the NY State 46th Senate District. They 
fail to mention that Pat Strong won Ulster County 
handily, beating Amedore by 20 points and nearly 
8,000 votes. 

Clearly Strong is a formidable candidate with 
vast support in Ulster County. Leaving out that im-
portant detail does a disservice to the reader and to 

the Ulster Democratic Committee, who should know 
that Pat Strong has proven to be a winner in Ulster 
County. She has my support.  

Bonnie Wagner

Woodstock

Extortion?
Donald Trump has threatened to prevent govern-
ment employees from receiving their pay unless 
Congress gives him money to build his wall, a project 
which is opposed by a majority of Americans.

U.S. LEGAL.com states, “The use of a threat in 
order to obtain money or anything of value consti-
tutes the crime of extortion.

Is our “president” guilty of extortion?
William Hayes

24 Roming Lane
Saugerties, NY

The needed expertise
While the Federal Government remains shut down 
for five weeks, recent activity at the state-level could 
cease some State financial aid to all of the townships 
and villages in Ulster County with the exception of 
Denning and the City of Kingston. The statewide 

proposal (if passed by the State Legislature) would 
adversely affect the Town of Saugerties Budget by 
$85,125 and the Village of Saugerties by $28,687. 
With state-aid and revenues from state grant awards 
being a continual source of revenues for the town 
and village governments, fewer revenues will force 
town fupervisors and village mayors to think inside 
and outside the box as a means of retaining fiscal 
solvency within their municipalities. 

Fortunately, Saugerties Town Supervisor Fred 
Costello had 13 years experience on the Saugerties 
Town Board prior to serving as our Town Supervi-
sor. Recently, Supervisor Costello presented a bud-
get to the Town Board (with three first-year board 
members) that slightly reduced taxes although some 
accessed property tax rates increased throughout 
Saugerties. 

With the sources of revenues being more limited 
for the Town and Village of Saugerties than it is for 
the City of Kingston and Ulster County Government, 
the challenge for town supervisors and village may-
ors will be to find ways of cutting costs and increas-
ing revenues from various sources. I have had several 
discussions with Supervisor Costello over the past 
year about potential revenue-generating events that 
could be garnered from Cantine Field, and we often 
discuss how economic and political events can im-
pact governmental operations and budgeting.

With the recent retirement of Ulster County Ex-
ecutive Mike Hein, our county government is at a 
crossroads in several ways. As a county legislator 
for four years, I passed four budgets that reduced 
County property taxes, and I actively participated 
in the relocation of the Ulster County Family Court 
which saved County taxpayers around $11 million 
dollars on a project that came in $500,000 under 
budget and six weeks ahead of schedule. Having 
successfully worked with County Executive Mike 
Hein in reducing county taxes while serving on the 
Ways and Means Committee for three years, I have 
been approached by two of the three candidates for 
County Executive and asked for information and 
expertise on how they can potentially work with 
the entire legislature to keep Ulster County finan-
cially solvent during challenging times. Having had 
the experiences of managing the sales tax crises of 
2014, the expansion of infrastructural improvements 
throughout Ulster County and the creation of the So-
phie Finn UCCC Satellite Campus and the Veterans 
Homeless Shelter, I possess the knowledge, expertise 
and experience to work with whomever serves as our 
next County Executive while I am in the legislature.

Chris Allen

Saugerties

New.
Each issue of Almanac Weekly offers opportunities to meet 
new people, see new things & acquire new knowledge.  
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Local real estate

ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

I t’s a wobbly national economy right 

now, with the federal government partially 
shut down, the standoff between the execu-
tive and legislative branches in Washington 
continuing, and uncertainty as to the direc-

tion of interest rates. One senses that the national 
mood could shift in a heartbeat. So prediction about 
what’s likely to happen in the real-estate market in 
2019 — or in any other major asset class, for that 
matter — is difficult. 

But hey, why not? 
Mortgage rates are starting off 2019 at very good 

levels, said National Association of Realtors research 
economist Nadia Evangelou two weeks ago. Thirty-
year fixed-rate Freddie Mac mortgage rates dipped 
to 4.5 percent at year-end from the five percent it 
had been drifting toward during late 2018. The aver-
age homebuyer in the Kingston, New York market 
would pay $1017 per month for a mortgage at the 
lower interest rate rather than $1078 at the higher 
rate, according to Evangelou. Buyers could afford 
more house for their bucks.

The struggle in Washington over interest rates is 
unresolved. The Federal Reserve finds the American 
economy strong enough to want to continue quarter-
point hikes in the overall interest rate. President 
Donald Trump has always been a low-interest-is-
best guy. 

Based on more than 1628 transactions, the 
median Ulster County single-family residence in-
creased 8.15 percent in value, from $211,750 in 2017 
to $229,000 in 2018, according to Multiple Listing 
Service data compiled this month. Don’t break out 
the Champagne quite yet, though. Despite that price 
hike being higher than the 2016 Ulster County rate, 
and maybe the highest here since the Great Reces-
sion, it is modest compared to the price escalations 
seen in other parts of the country.

The number of listings for Ulster County resi-
dences amounted to 1309 in November 2018, 
down considerably from 1642 listings in November 
2017. Though the number of Ulster County homes 
for sale has been decreasing steadily for the past 
several years, the existing inventory of homes still 
amounts to a supply of 7.3 months. This compares to 
a six-month average supply in the state as a whole. 
Though there may be a scarcity of listings in some 
Ulster County categories and localities, the overall 
supply appears adequate. 

But that’s the overall Ulster County market. Lack 
of supply is a major factor, explained broker Hayes 
Clement, in markets like the Kingston Stockade 
neighborhood and the Rondout, and in Woodstock, 
Marbletown and New Paltz. “There’s a severe inven-
tory problem,” he said.

Even though fewer houses sold in 2018 

than in 2017, they sold for higher prices. Average 
sale prices for Ulster County residences (average, 
not median) increased from $253,353 in 2017 to 
$281,457 in 2018, an 11.1 percent jump. Some $435.8 
million worth of residential real estate sold in 2017, 
and $458.2 million in 2018. Fewer sales but higher 
prices.

High-end activity continues to be a significant 
segment of the market. There were 168 Ulster Coun-
ty residential sales recorded in 2018 for $500,000 
or more as compared to 128 in 2017. And there were 
28 million-dollar residential sales in 2018 versus 16 
in 2017.  

Most of these wealthy buyers of Ulster County 
residential real estate were from the New York City 
area. By no means were all of them middle-aged pur-
chasers of second homes. Jon Hoyt, a local attorney 
and broker who does a lot of closings, cited among 
the buyers of million-dollar properties a relatively 

young trust-fund beneficiary who complained he 
got insufficient cash from a huge inheritance, a tech 
entrepreneur with fond memories of summering in 
a particular community, and an enterprising fellow 
in his early thirties who had cornered a significant 
share of the New York City market for a particular 
service. Most wealthy people are acutely aware of 
tax bills, maintenance costs and insurance obliga-
tions, noted Clement; he thinks those that are not 
are the exception.

First-time Ulster County homebuyers, often 
young families without much income and feeling 
the burden of paying rent without building home 
equity, are finding few opportunities to get started. 
The stock of do-it-yourself properties is continuing 
to shrink. Only 159 buyers were able to secure Ulster 
County properties for less than $100,000 in 2018, 
according to the local Multiple Listing Service, as 
compared to 235 who were able to do so the previ-
ous year.

What about geography? Brokers tell us 

that potential buyers seeking to locate in specific 
communities usually widen their searches as they 
explore the marketplace. Because the numbers of 
transactions in each jurisdiction are smaller, the data 
is less reliable. One should be cautious in jumping 
to conclusions from it. 

If anything, the data shows a consistency in the 
relative standing of Ulster County communities in 
regard to each other. The communities where real 
estate is more expensive — Woodstock, New Paltz, 
Marbletown — and the communities where it is less 
expensive — Kingston, Ulster and Saugerties, for 
example — tend to remain in the same ranking over 
longer periods of time. 

The young urban pioneers wanting to move from 
New York City and start families in Ulster County 
may be more numerous, but what they’re paying to 
buy houses in Kingston or Saugerties hasn’t been 
pushing prices up much. In this past year, the per-
centage appreciation in the more expensive com-
munities has been significantly higher than in the 
less expensive ones. But the data is so fragmentary 
that the opposite trend may well be true in 2019.

What would one say if one had to guess about the 
direction of Ulster County residential real estate in 
2019? My guess for the asset class would be that 2019 
will be about the same as 2018 — an encouraging 
and positive if not quite a spectacular year. ●

Sports

The world of high school gym-

nastics can be confusing, especially 
when schools have too few gymnasts 
in a season to field their own team. 
Blended teams are presently the 

norm, with the two gymnasts from Saugerties High 
shadowing Highland High’s team for the 2018-19 
season. 

Adding to the confusion is that Emma Katz, 
who coaches Highland, a team which includes two 
girls from Saugerties and one from Onteora, is the 
assistant coach of Kingston High’s team, which is 
shadowed by New Paltz. And Kingston’s head coach, 
Rhonda Dixon-Ziros, is the assistant coach of the 
blended Highland team. 

“If you have five or more girls, you are considered 
a team,” said Dixon-Ziros, adding that even though 
the combined Highland and Kingston teams often 
compete against one another, they’re almost more 
of a family than adversaries. Part of that is down to 
practice, which for all the teams mentioned above 
takes place at Excel Gymnastics, on Rt. 9W in Sau-
gerties. 

“The issue is they’ve all come to my gym, and half 
these girls have been on my private clubs, so I know 
them all,” said Dixon-Ziros. “We coach them all to-
gether, basically. We almost don’t consider ourselves 

competing against each other. They’re just kind of 
one big family, because we all work together under 
the same roof. Most of them have been on my private 
clubs, so they know each other.”

But they do, occasionally, actually compete 
against one another, as they did on Friday, January 
18, when the Kingston-New Paltz team took on the 
Highland-Saugerties-Onteora side in Section IX 
action, with the Tigers-Huguenots winning 135.55-
111.70. 

Saugerties has just two gymnasts this season — 
Megan Rua and Charlie Sasso — and neither factored 
into the scoring, which was dominated by Onteora’s 
Abigail Nolan, who won the vault (8.1), the uneven 
bars (8.1), the balance beam (8.9), and the all-around 
scoring (34.60). Nolan rounded out her day by plac-
ing second in the floor exercise with an 8.8.

The following day, the blended Highland team 
ran into the undefeated FDR juggernaut, falling 
156.80-128.35 in Section IX competition. Nolan 
again led the team in defeat, placing first in the 
vault (9.0), balance beam (8.85), floor (9.15) and 
all-around (35.0), and taking second in the uneven 
bars (8.0). 

Rua also factored into the scoring, tying FDR’s 
Clara Patton for fourth place in the vault (8.05), as 
well as taking fourth place in the all-around scor-

ing (29.45). 
But while FDR has been running roughshod 

over the competition, there’s a certain familiarity 
between the gymnasts from the various schools that 
sometimes has them rooting for one another, even 
across scoring lines. Wallkill, on the other hand, is 
a natural enemy. 

“Our biggest rival is Wallkill,” said Dixon-Ziros. 
“Even FDR we’re close to because there’s a couple 
of girls on their team that go to my private club. 
Wallkill, it’s really competitive.”

January has been a particularly busy month for 
the Highland-Saugerties-Onteora gymnastics team, 
something Dixon-Ziros said will ideally not happen 
again in the future. 

“This year we have all our meets in January, and 
I’ll never do that again,” she said. “The first meet we 
had we hosted in my gym on January 2nd, the first 
day of school after winter break. Some kids were 
away and we didn’t have practice.”

The confusion doesn’t just end with how each 
team is configured: The sectional tournament itself, 
slated for mid-February in Wallkill, is difficult even 
for an expert like Dixon-Ziros to explain, including 
who moves on to the state championship later in 
the month. 

“Everyone gets to go to sectionals,” she said, “Sec-
tionals are the top three all around, determined on 
that day, and the top six in each event. And that’s 
what determines the state team. It’s a little confus-
ing.”

Even the practice schedules can be a bit confus-
ing, especially as there’s only varsity competition in 
high school gymnastics. 

“It’s kind of hard, because some of the kids are in 
high school and some come from the junior high,” 
said Dixon-Ziros. “So the kids don’t always get to 
practice at the same time, which is a little frustrat-
ing for me.” 

– Crispin Kott

The convoluted world of 
high school gymnastics
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CommunityNotes

COMMUNITY
Bible study
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
off er a weekly Bible study on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome. For more information, call Lecia 
at (845) 246-5975.

Senior support group
The Saugerties chapter of Settled and Serving in Place 
(SSIP) will meet Tuesday, Jan. 29 at 10 a.m. at the Vil-
lage Diner. SSIP is a network for seniors who need social 
support or want to off er support and other services 
to residents who wish to stay in their homes as they 
age. More info is available by emailing ssipsaugerties@
gmail.com or calling (845) 514-4365.

Chamber of Commerce meeting and mixer
The Saugerties Chamber of Commerce will hold a meet-
ing and mixer on Wednesday, Jan. 30 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Bella Luna Restaurant, 124 Partition St. There will be 
updates on the plans for the 2019 public street art 
exhibit, the 2019 Discover Saugerties guide and other 
topics. The guest speaker will be Adele Zindemann, 
founder of the new Saugerties Animal Welfare Fund 
and the daughter of Marie Post, who was the founder 
of the Saugerties Animal Shelter. Zindemann will talk 
about the need for funds to help repair the shelter and 
the success it has had, placing 77 dogs and 194 cats 
last year alone. Chamber members and those interested 
in Chamber activities are encouraged to attend the 
meeting. Light refreshments will be served.

Winter snowshoe stream walk
The Ashokan Watershed Stream Management Pro-
gram (AWSMP) will host a winter snowshoe stream 
walk along Rochester Hollow trail on Saturday, Feb. 2 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The trail is at the end of Matyas 
Road near Big Indian. If there is not enough snow for 
snowshoeing, a “no-snow” date is scheduled for the 
following Saturday, Feb. 9. If there is still no snow on 
this date, a regular stream walk will be held without 
snowshoes.

Snowshoes and walking poles will be provided, but 
participants are encouraged to bring their own gear. 
Those with limited or no experience snowshoeing are 
encouraged to attend. Instruction on how to snowshoe 
properly and safely will be given before venturing out 
on the trail. The walk will be approximately two hours 
in length along a well-maintained trail on state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Forest 
Preserve land. 

During the walk, educators from Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Ulster County will provide instruc-
tion on the importance of local streams and protecting 
water resources as well as investigating signs of local 
wildlife. The walk will be 1.5 to two miles in length 
roundtrip with frequent stops to point out interesting 
features of the stream or to discuss other environmen-
tal topics. The walk will end at a NYSDEC campsite, 
where participants can warm up by a campfi re with 
hot drinks and snacks.
The event is free of charge but space is limited, so early 
registration is advised at  www.ashokanstreams.org or 
contact Linda Gonnella at lg457@cornell.edu or (845) 
688-3047 ext. 0.

Train for Family of Woodstock hotline
Family of Woodstock will begin volunteer training on 
Saturday, Feb. 2. Attendees will learn essential listening 
skills and crisis intervention training. Volunteers are 
needed for the phone and walk-in center as well as the 
crisis texting service. Training topics include domestic 
violence, child abuse, mental health and substance 
abuse, adolescent issues, suicide and homelessness. 
Volunteers will learn active, compassionate listening 
skills and ways to connect with people in need. Sched-
ule an interview by calling (845) 679-2485 or stop by 
16 Rock City Road in Woodstock.

History talk about the Bigelow family
The Friends of Historic Saugerties will present a talk 
about the Bigelow homestead and estate in Malden at 

their monthly meeting on Saturday, Feb. 2 at 2 p.m. in 
the community room of the Saugerties Public Library, 
91 Washington Ave. Jen Dragon will speak about the 
historic home and its occupants. She has been involved 
with the homestead for more than 20 years, fi rst as part 
of a team that restored and archived the contents of 
the estate and later as a docent and caretaker. Dragon 
is an historic pigment restorer for antique prints and 
maps as well as a gallerist and curator of contem-
porary art.
Built in 1812 by Asa Bigelow, the Malden 
homestead has served as a private 
museum to the fi ve generations 
of family that still own it. Bi-
gelow founded the hamlet 
of Malden in 1808 as a port 
for sloops ferrying timber, 
hides, grain and bluestone 
to New York City and Al-
bany. His son John and 
grandson Poultney be-
came infl uential in politi-
cal and social circles and 
brought many important 
luminaries as visitors to the 
family home. All Friends of 
Historic Saugerties talks are 
free and open to anyone who is 
interested in history.

Include a loved one on list to receive a 
comfort package for deployed military
Operation SOS (Support Our Service people) will pre-
pare comfort packages on Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 3 p.m. at 
the Senior Center, 207 Market St. The packages will be 
sent to members of the American military deployed 
to combat/hostile areas. To include a member of the 
military serving in such an area on the list to receive 
a package, contact Gaetana Ciarlante at patriot246@

gmail.com. The nonprofi t Operation SOS has been pro-
viding support to members of the military since 2003. 
There is no charge for the package. Anyone without 
Internet access may call Ciarlante at (845) 532-0833.

Local pilot active in Young Eagles program
Local pilot Kenneth Kleinberg of Saugerties has now 
given more than 100 young people a free demonstra-

tion airplane ride as part of the EAA “Young Ea-
gles” program, which is introducing a new 

generation to the world of fl ight. Klein-
berg is among more than 50,000 

volunteers for the program who 
have donated their time and 

aircraft.
All pilots in the Young 

Eagles program explain the 
safe operation of airplanes 
and principles of fl ight be-
fore the short trips. Partic-
ipating young people be-
come offi  cial Young Eagles 
with the fl ight. The names 

of the pilots and the par-
ticipants are also included 

in the “World’s Largest Log-
book,” which is on permanent 

display in the EAA AirVenture 
Museum in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and 

online through the Young Eagles website. 
Young Eagles also have access to an online 

pilot training course, made possible by Sporty’s Pilot 
Shops in Batavia, Ohio.

The Young Eagles Program was unveiled by the 
Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) in July 1992 
and has now fl own more than two million young people, 
most between the ages of 8 and 17. EAA is a worldwide 
organization with more than 200,000 members who 
enjoy all facets of recreational fl ight. The goal of the 

Free ‘Stop The Bleed’ training
A  F R E E  “ S T O P  T H E  B L E E D ”  T R A I N I N G  will be held on Saturday, Feb. 23 from noon to 2 p.m. at the Senior 
Center, 207 Market St. All attendees will receive hands-on training to recognize a bleeding emergency (life-threatening 
bleeding) and how to appropriately stop the bleeding.

The American College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma is leading the eff ort to save lives by teaching the civilian 
population how to provide vital initial response to stop uncontrolled bleeding in emergency situations. The train-
ing provides a comprehensive and sustainable bleeding control education program targeted to civilians to inform, 
educate and empower them. Civilians who understand bleeding control principles are able to provide immediate, 
frontline aid until fi rst responders are able to take over care of the injured. In many situations, there may be a delay 
between the time of injury and the time a fi rst responder is on the scene, so civilian intervention may be lifesaving.

The training is appropriate for all community members regardless of previous knowledge. To register, e-mail 
Saugerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra at jsinagra@saugertiesny.gov or use the link https://www.osmanager4.com/
advcustomerlanding.as px?co=1&cid=2737917. 
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LEGAL NOTICE
Brookview Ventures LLC 4, 

Arts of Org. fi led with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 12/13/18. 
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to Darlene Faye 
Storms, 1055 Old Rte 28,  
Phoenicia, NY 12464. General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice  of  Formation of 

PEEKAMOOSE CAPITAL LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/09/18. Offi ce location: 
Ulster County.  Princ. offi ce 
of LLC: 1136 Church Rd., 
Saugerties, NY 12477. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC at the 
addr. of its princ. offi ce. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): NAME: Hudson Valley 
Well Pump Services LLC, 

Articles of Organization 
were fi led with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/26/2018. Offi ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Hudson Valley Well 
Pump Services LLC, P.O. Box 
511, Port Ewen, NY, 12466. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Rushbrook Lodge, LLC, Art. of 
Org.  fi led w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 1/3/19. Offi ce lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 19 Burnett Road, 
Saugerties NY 12477.  Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
GSD BOOKKEEPING SER-

VICES, LLC Articles of Org. 
fi led NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
4/18/2018. Offi ce  in Greene 
Co. SSNY  desig. agent of 
LLC whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to Susan Dunckle, 
12223 Rt 9 W Lot C12, West 
Coxsackie, NY 12192, which 
is also the principal business 
location.  Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
The Town of Saugerties 

Parks and Buildings depart-
ment will be conducting a 
public sale of surplus items. 
These include electrical light 
fi xtures, HVAC units, offi ce fur-
niture, concession equipment, 
and other items. Items may be 
viewed at the Large Pavilion, 
10 Pavilion St. in the Cantine 
Complex, on Friday, January 
18 between the hours of 4 
PM- 8 PM, Saturday, January 
19, Sunday, January 20 and 
Monday, January 21 (Martin 
Luther King Holiday) from 9 
AM- 5 PM. Additionally, Friday 
January 25 from 4-8 PM, Sat-

LEGAL NOTICES

urday, January 26 and Sun-
day, January 27 from 9 AM- 5 
PM.  During those times you 
may also submit your written 
price offer. If you would like 
to receive a complete copy, 
please email fi eldmanager@
saugerties.ny.us and you’ll 
receive copy via email. You 
may also submit your written 
price offer electronically to 
the same email address. The 
Town of Saugerties reserves 
the right to reject any and all 
price offer submittals should 
price be such that other 
means, such as metal salvage 
reclamation, would result in 
higher revenue pay-out.

LEGAL NOTICE
ELECTRIC BY CHRIS 

SCHWARTZ, LLC.  Articles of 
Org. fi led NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 1/18/2019. Offi ce  
in Greene Co. SSNY  desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 325 Mansion 
St., Coxsackie, NY 12051, 
which is also the principal 
business location. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
RESOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN 
OF SAUGERTIES APPROVING 
TRANSFER OF CERTAIN REAL 
PROPERTY TO FAEM INVEST-
MENTS, LLC.

WHEREAS, the Town of Sau-
gerties, is the reputed owner 
of a 0.286 acre parcel of va-
cant land located off of Gen-
esee Street in the hamlet of 
Glasco, New York, as shown 
on a map prepared for the 
Town of Saugerties by Prae-

torius and Conrad, PC dated 
October 20, 2017; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Sau-
gerties, has agreed to quit-
claim to FAEM Investments, 
LLC the said parcel of vacant 
land;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Town of 
Saugerties, subject to a per-
missive referendum, transfer 
and convey by quitclaim deed, 
any and all of its right, title 
and interest in and to the said 
0.286 acre parcel of land to 
FAEM Investments, LLC., and 
it is further

RESOLVED, that pursu-
ant to Sections 82 and 90 
of the Town Law that within 
ten (10) days from the date 
of this resolution the Town 
Clerk shall post and publish a 
notice which shall contain an 
abstract of such resolution 
concisely setting forth the 
purpose and effect thereof, 
shall specify that this resolu-
tion was adopted subject a 
permissive referendum;  and 
shall publish such notice in the 
Saugerties Times, a newspa-
per published in Ulster County 
having general circulation in 
the Town of Saugerties and in 
addition thereto that the Town 
Clerk shall post or cause to 
be posted on the sign board 
of the Town of Saugerties, a 
copy of such notice within ten 
(10) days after the date of the 
adoption of this resolution.

Upon a roll call vote, the 
vote is as follows: Yes – 5; 
No – 0

Lisa A. Stanley, Town Clerk 
of Saugerties

program is to off er young people positive activities 
and allow them to discover the possibilities available 
to them within the world of aviation. For more informa-
tion, visit www.youngeagles.org.

Candlelight concert
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
off er “The Magical Night of Love” with Peter Samelson 
on Friday, Feb. 15 at 7 p.m. Samelson is an illusionist, 
entertainer and philosopher who blends simplicity and 
sophistication to provoke thought and inspire wonder. 
“Magic happens in your mind,” he says. Appropriate 
for children. Admission is by suggested donation. For 
more information, call (845) 246-2867.

Sports Hall of Fame Club banquet
The Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame club will hold its 
2019 induction banquet on Saturday, April 13 at Dia-
mond Mills, 25 South Partition St. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
followed by a cocktail hour, ceremonies and dinner. The 
inductees will be George Beisel, John Gambino, Gregg 
Jones, John Parker and Robert Dodig, Jr. Tickets cost 
$30, available from Mike Hasenbalg at mikehasenbalg@
yahoo.com or (914) 388-2348. Early reservations are 
recommended as the event sells out.

Seeking donations for food pantry
The Saugerties Area Council of Churches Food Pantry 
at 44 Livingston St. is seeking donations from the pub-
lic to keep the service available to the approximately 
500 people in the Saugerties area who utilize it every 
month. Donations are tax-deductible. Mail donations to 
Saugerties Food Pantry, Box 723, Saugerties NY 12477.

Home energy assistance program benefi ts 
now available
Qualifi ed households may now apply for Home En-
ergy Assistance Program (HEAP) grants, a federally 
funded program that provides regular and emergency 
fi nancial assistance to help pay heating and utility bills. 
The grants are available through local Department of 
Social Services (DSS) offi  ces and Offi  ces for the Aging. 
Customers of Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp. who 
receive a HEAP benefi t toward their account will be 
issued a monthly credit on their bill for a maximum 
of 12 months based on service type and amount of 
HEAP benefi t. Emergency HEAP grants will be avail-
able through March 15. To apply, customers may con-
tact their local DSS offi  ce, call (800) 342-3009, or 
visitwww.mybenefi ts.ny.gov. For more information on 
HEAP eligibility requirements and benefi ts, visit www.
CentralHudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.ny.gov/pro-
grams/heap/program.asp.

Composting program at Transfer Station
The Town of Saugerties Transfer Station is conducting 
a pilot program for residential, non-commercial users 
in Saugerties, Woodstock and Shandaken to deter-
mine if composting will reduce the overall tonnage of 

household garbage sent to the Ulster County Resource 
Recovery Agency. Hours are Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bring a reusable con-
tainer (3- to-5-gallon bucket) with weekly accumula-
tion of food waste. The service is free with a transfer 
station permit or a composting permit. A resident 
permit costs $35 per year, a non-resident permit is 
$55 annually. A composting permit for both residents 
and non-residents is $15 per year. All food waste may 
be dropped off , but liquids, grease and oils are not 
permitted. Do not use plastic bags.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
Opening reception at Emerge Gallery for ‘Exit 20’
Emerge Gallery at 228 Main St. will host an opening 
reception on Saturday, Feb. 2 from 5-8 p.m. for “Exit 
20: An Exhibition of Work by Saugerties Artists.” The 
show will close on Sunday, Feb. 27 with a reception 
from 2-4 p.m. More than 20 artists living and working 
in Saugerties are participating in the exhibition that 
includes work of various mediums and styles.
Participating artists who live and work in Saugerties 
include Loel Barr, Jennifer Lewis Bennett, Nancy Camp-
bell, Rosa Lee Charpentier, Shelley Davis, Nancy de-
Flon, Josepha Gutelius, Jeff rey Helmuth, Anne Marie 
Hoff statter, Katie Hoff statter, Debra Joyce, Barbara 
Tepper Levy, Yvette Lewis, Marjorie Magid, Ann Mor-
ris, Andrea Walcutt Perez, Tina Piccolo, Tad Richards, 
Prudence See, Elizabeth Shafer, Margaret G. Still, Hank 
Vanderbeck and Leonardo Vatkin. “Exit 20” is curated 
by gallery director Robert Langdon.

Emerge Gallery is also exhibiting the community 
sculpture “Flotsam & Jetsam,” created by the Sau-
gerties community as part of Shout Out Saugerties, a 
town-wide celebration of the arts. The dragon sculpture 
was crafted with donated plastic bottles, corks, netting 
and other recycled materials collected by community 
members, created over a period of three weekends 
in October by Michele Aisenstadt, Margarita Asian, 
Edith Bolt, Christy Rupp, Rae Stang, Joanne Weber 
and other members of the Saugerties community, who 
may continue to contribute to the creation by visiting 
Emerge Gallery throughout February. Visitors are asked 
to write a good wish on crepe paper and add it to the 
sculpture to help fi ll it with color.

The gallery will continue to exhibit “Bianco: An Ex-
hibition of Art Celebrating White” through Monday, 
Jan. 28. More than 40 pieces of art from 37 artists are 
included. The common thread that connects each work 
is the color white. The works vary in style and include 
charcoal, digital, ink, lino-cuts, mixed media, mono-
types, pastel, photography, and sculptural works. The 
gallery window this month features “Present Kimono” 
by artist Claudia Waruch. Artwork in the exhibition may 
also be viewed or purchased online at www.emergegal-
leryny.com. For more information, call (845) 247-7515.

Saugerties Tourism photography contest
The Town of Saugerties Tourism committee is sponsor-
ing a photography contest for images of landscapes, 
events and historic sites within the town of Saugerties. 
The contest will end March 1 at 5 p.m. The winner will 
be featured in this year’s “Discover Saugerties” guide 
published by the Saugerties Chamber of Commerce. 
First prize is $100, second prize is $50 and third prize is 
$25. All prizes are donated. Contest forms are available 
at Town Hall or by contacting Marjorie Block at sau-
gertiestourism@gmail.com. All photographic entries 
may be e-mailed to saugertiestourism@gmail.com.

New movie line-up on public access cable
Lighthouse TV23 will release all new classic movies 
for the weekly Thursday evening viewing beginning in 
February. Titles will include “The Last Time I Saw Paris,” 
“Father’s Little Dividend,” “Under Montana Skies” and 
more.

Cable picks this week
Friday, Jan. 25 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “The Garage” with 
Steve Butler. This episode: Halving Twins.

Friday, Jan. 25 at 2 and 9 p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 27 
at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “Put Some Color in Your Life” with 
Graeme Stevenson. Travel to artists’ studios.

Sunday, Jan. 27 at 1 and 8 p.m. “Green, Clean Living.” 
This episode: Fix or Fail.

Monday, Jan. 28 at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. “Eat Well: Be 
Happy.” Cooking with seasonal foods.

Monday, Jan. 28 at noon and 7 p.m. “Intuition Nutri-
tion.” Make healthy food using intuitive skills.

Tuesday, Jan. 29 at 1 and 8 p.m. “The Garage” with 
Steve Butler. This episode: Toolbox.

Thursday, Jan. 31 at 1 and 9 p.m. “Intuition Nutrition.” 
Make healthy food using intuitive skills.

Thursday, Jan. 31 at 7 p.m. “Classic Movie Night.” 
Pied Piper of Hamlin.

CIVIC
Democrats invited to run for offi  ce
The Saugerties Democratic Committee is inviting en-
rolled Democrats to consider running for public offi  ce 
in the November 2019 election. Positions on the ballot 
include three county legislator openings: District 1, Blue 
Mountain area; District 2, Village of Saugerties and 
Malden; and District 3, Glasco and the Northern part 
of the Town of Ulster. A State Legislature change in the 
State Primary date to June 25 advances the petitioning 
process to February 26 to April 4. Those persons who 
wish to consider running for these important offi  ces 
need to begin the process now. The SDC Search Com-
mittee invites potential candidates to apply by Febru-
ary 4th so interviews may be scheduled. Interested 
individuals may call Lanny Walter, Chair, at 246-4668 
or e-mail him at lanny@lannywalter.com. Please send 
resume and a statement of reasons for wanting to run 
for County Legislator.

SCHOOLS
Mountain Laurel Waldorf School scholarship 
opportunity for seventh graders
The NoVo Foundation is off ering a full scholarship 
for two students entering seventh grade at Mountain 
Laurel Waldorf School in the 2019-20 school year. The 
scholarship is based on fi nancial need, made possible 
by a grant from the grant from the NoVo Foundation. 
Recipients will retain their tuition-free places through 
graduation from eighth grade. For more information 
or to apply, visit www.mountainlaurel.org or call (845) 
255-0033. The application deadline is March 4.

Local students of note
Amber Arsenault of Saugerties has been named to the 
fall 2018 Dean’s List at Buff alo State College. Arsenault 
is majoring in childhood education. To qualify, students 
must earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher and complete a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours.
A total of 1,584 SUNY Oneonta students earned Dean’s 
List honors for the fall 2018 semester. To qualify for the 
Dean’s List, a student must earn a grade point aver-
age of 3.5 or higher while carrying a course load of 12 
hours or more. Students from Saugerties who earned 
the honor are James Bethel, Marissa Hogan, Jonathan 
Lezette, Brooke Madison and Sienna Sasso.
The University at Albany has announced the Dean’s List 
for the fall 2018 semester. In order to qualify for this 
distinction, students at the University at Albany must 
earn a grade point average of 3.25 or higher during 
their fi rst semester of study. In subsequent semes-
ters of study, students must earn a grade point aver-
age of 3.50 or higher. The students from Saugerties 
who earned placement are Nicole Carney, Christine 
Dempsey, Sierra Hartrum, Jenna Latourette, Emma 
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Miranda, Abigail Richers, Ishmeet Sekhon, Wyatt Smith 
and Isabella Staian. 

Saugerties school district community 
outreach forum series
Over the next few months, the Saugerties Central 
School District will host several family- and student-
oriented community outreach forums. The fi rst forum 
will be held on Monday, Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. “Dating 101: 
Let’s Have the Talk” will be held at the Saugerties Jr./
Sr. High School.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, millions of teenagers each year are involved 
in abusive dating relationships and don’t realize that 
it’s not healthy behavior. Members of the Ulster County 
Family and Child Advocacy Center will discuss the signs 
of an unhealthy relationship and off er skill-building 
exercises designed to encourage healthy decision-
making. They will also provide parents with tips on 
how to talk to teens about this sensitive topic. 
The series, called “Get LINC’ed (learning, inspiring, 
networking and community) will include fi ve sessions 
on the topics of teen-dating violence, family nutrition, 
cyberbullying and suicide, anxiety and vaping.

“We are using these forums as an opportunity to 
reach out to our parents and the Saugerties community 
on issues of our time,” said Dr. Darlene Westinghouse, 
assistant superintendent of curriculum, instruction and 
assessment. “We are looking to give parents as much 
information as possible to help strengthen the part-
nerships between schools, families, students and the 
community.”

The February forum, on family nutrition, will be held 
Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. with registered dietician Liz Westing-
house. March 25 at 7 p.m. will feature speaker John 
Halligan, who will share Ryan’s Story, a father’s hard-
earned lesson about cyberbullying and suicide. April’s 
forum on the 25th at 7 p.m. will bring licensed mental 
health counselor Ricky Caliendo to the school to discuss 
childhood and adolescent anxiety and the fi nal forum in 
May, on a date yet to be determined, will seek to raise 
awareness about the harmful eff ects of vaping. Each 
forum is free and open to the public and will provide 
ample opportunities for Q&A with attendees.

LIBRARY
Junior Magic: The Gathering Draft
Youth age 15 and under are invited to the library on 
Saturday, Jan. 26 from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. for Junior 
Magic: The Gathering Draft. Come knowing how to 
play. Build your own deck with the newest set. Bring 

your own lands. Register at the children’s circulation 
desk. $5 mandatory fee.

Story time schedule
Tuesdays: 11 a.m. for children ages 3-6 to share stories, 
songs, fi nger plays and felt board fun. Wednesdays at 
11 a.m. and Fridays at 10:30: lap sit story time for ages 
1-3. No registration required.

Friends of the SPL meeting
The Friends of the Saugerties Public Library will meet 

Monday, Jan. 28 at 7 
p.m. in the library’s 
community room. Sup-
port the local library by 
becoming a member.

Write Here, Write Now
Join others in grades 
7-12 for creative writing 
prompts, games and 
feedback on Mondays 
at 3:30 p.m. beginning 
Jan. 28.

SPL Book Club
The club will meet on 
Wednesday, Jan. 30 at 
6:30 p.m. The reading 
selection is My Antonia 
by Willa Cather. Every-
one is welcome to join 
the discussion.

Coding for girls
Girls in third through 
fi fth grade are invited 
to explore coding in fun 
and friendly one-hour 
sessions on Tuesdays at 
3:30 p.m. The fi rst ses-
sion will be held on Feb. 
5 and continue through 
June 11. Sign up at the 
library or call 246-4317, 
ext. 5.

Healthy lifestyle dis-
cussion: hydration
Registered dietitian 
Jenna Guadagna, RD, 
CDN, will be at the li-
brary on Thursday, Feb. 
7 to discuss “Hydration 
for Healthy Aging.” At-
tendees will learn why 

hydration is so important and learn creative ways to 
meet hydration needs. A delicious, seasonal drink will 
be off ered.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington 
Ave. The library webpage is www.saugertiespublicli-
brary.org. Calls and emails are welcome at 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org. ●

Liv Smoller and Bella Lewoc make strategic moves on the board, aiming to master the game. Kids ages 9-12 can drop into the Saugerties Public 
Library every Thursday from 3:30 to 5 p.m. to play a variety of games including chess, card games, board games and more. 
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NOTHING TO

FEAR
BUT FEAR
ITSELF
Our economic fate 
is in our own hands

TOP LOCAL JOBS  THE LEGACY OF THE WPA 
CHANGING WITH THE TIMES DEPRESSION 
MEMORIES THE ROLE OF REGULATION HOW 
WE STACK UP LOCAL BANKS BUCK TRENDS

Hudson Valley Business Review
Looking Forward 2012

Economy Love Explore Health Home Gift Guide

ULSTER PUBLISHING
Be local. Read local. 

Subscribers receive a year (14 issues) of our local living special publications free! Call 845-334-8200 or e-mail subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com.
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Michelle’s
160 Ulster Avenue  |  Saugerties NY

FREE—3 Days Only!!!
Friday, Jan. 25

12 - 5 pm
Saturday, Jan. 26

12- 5 pm
Sunday, Jan. 27

12 - 5 pm
“GIVING AWAY ENTIRE INVENTORY” — BRAND NEW GARMENTS

Wedding Gowns • Proms • Bridesmaids • Christening • Flower Girls • Communion
Mothers Gowns • Party Dresses • Rhinestone Tiaras • Veils • Gloves • Shoes • Handbags

Satin

Chiffon

Organza

Taffeta

Lace

Prints

Velvet

Beaded

Sequins

Rhinestones

Crystals

Embroidered

Fabulous Styles...  

for Casual or Special

Beach Destinations to 

Glamorous Ballgowns

Assorted 

Sizes

2-24

White

Ivory

Champagne

Pink Blush

Platinum Silver

Diamond White


